158	Educational Theories.
became a place of pilgrimage for philanthropists from
all parts of Europe. Some of the most famous school
reformers in Germany came from Switzerland. In 1809
Pestalozzi had under him fifteen teachers and 165 pupils
from all parts of Europe and America, and thirty-two
grown-up teachers to learn the method. Perhaps the
best part of the method was the closeness of the family
life. Teachers and scholars slept ancj, ate together, living
entirely in common under circumstances V great diffi-
culty. After 1810 the prosperity of the establishment
began to decline, chiefly through disagreement among
the teachers. It was found that the school did not fit
the pupils for the life which they were expected to lead.
Pestalozzi hoped to transplant the school once more to
Neuhof, but it was found impossible. In 1825 he was
obliged to give it up, and withdrew at the age of eighty
to his original home of Neuhof, where his grandchildren
lived. Here he wrote the ' Schwanengesang,' his parting
song, in which he gave to the world a sketch of his life,
and unfolded his last principles of education. He died
on February 17, 1827. His last words were : 'I for-
give my enemies, may they find peace as I am going
to everlasting peace. I would willingly have lived a
month longer for my last works, but I thank the Provi-
dence which calls me away from the life of this world.
And you, my children, remain quietly by yourselves,
and seek your happiness in the peaceful circle of home
life.'
We have now to consider what were Pestalozzi's prin-
ciples of education. They were founded entirely on the
following of nature. The end of education he considered
to be the harmonious development of all the natural
powers. If we provide for this harmonious development
we shall have given the education which we desire.

